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Drug traffickers take

By David Brock
THE

cOntrol of parts of Mexico.

d. In fact, US. law enforcement
omdnh believe Mr. Camarena was killed
he was having success in gath-

ering information on corrupt Mexican
police authorities and government offi-

Mexican federal police officers under
investigation in the Camarena case told
investigators of their widespread prac-
tice of guarding drug crops and escort.

ing shipments north in return for bribes
md drugs. Their statements charged
that Gabrie! Gonzalez, the late chief of
the homicide division of the federal po-
lice, ordered the agents to run errands
for traffickers, guard their lavish parties -
un%ru on tips about drug roadblocks.

t

- tod théy ha

ve been ﬁled awnsx any ol

them. head of the Tate,_Jo;
Antondo Zorrilla Perez, left the country
as reve surfaced. His
mn gained particular notoriety, 8s
his signature was on a phony police cre-
denﬂ-ll bund in the possession of Rafacl

Ono bﬂghl spot in the investigation of

the Camarena murder has been the ar-

rest of Mr. Caro Quintero, reputedly a

major Sinaloa drug smuggler. He was
able to elude the authorities for months by staging a
getaway from the Guadalajara airport, which was
ded by officers of the Federal Judicial Police. The

whose

activities have reached alarming new heights in the past
two years. U.S. officials estimate that Mexico is now the
No. 1 source of heroin and marijuana entering the coun-
A although most cocaine is still produced in Co-

become significant wholesale brokers, smuggling from
Colombia at Jeast one-third of the roughly 121 tons of
cocaine believed © have been d in the United
States last year. US. government estimates show that
this new i i b ht Mexican drug traf-

sources say
“sketchy.” but they say with assurance that his son, Juan
Ale; Gi i, & former federal prosecutor, 15
ickers, slong

‘ W’WPF’ asd "U his
growing G marijusna on M
Mr. von Rasb mistakenly identified the accused as the
governor of the state of Sonora; he intended to refer
Antonio Toledo Corro, at that time the governor of the
state of Sinalos.

US. law have confirmed that in
carly 1986, Miguel Felix Gallardo, a fugitive trafficker
wmwdhmneedpawimdnmurderonu&dng
enforcement agent in 1983, was & guest at the
Toledo Corro. The former governor is said by US.

Administration agent e Camarena
ulm:shinbyldeximdnmmlmhn,dnemtol
goverament drug-related corruption was firgt doc-

officers were under orders to arrest Mr. Caro Quintero.
In order to ensure his escape, he wrote a check for
$300,000 and handed it to an aide. The aide showed 1t 1o
the top police commander and explained that 1t would be

the next morning and distributed among the
officers if Mr. Caro Quintero could board his plane. The

was struck, and Mr. Carv Quintero flew to Costa .

Rica, where he was later captured. He is now awaiting N
trial in Mexico City.

S G ra_who took_Caro Quin-
mTE-lBe,_,H buTawamng appeal.
This failure © w gﬂn convi¢tions 15 part-of-a. larger

ting traffickers a “dismal picture.”

one DEA official: “The Mexican laws are written to
dv of the drug lers. They don't allow
have iracy provisions. Basically,
to catch someone in the act. This means there
prosecutions.”

the wake of the Camarena investigation, Mr. Zor-
was allowed to resign quietly. Miguel Aldana, for-
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Commissioner of Cusioms William von  Raab
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umented. In fact,\U.S. law enforcement
officials believe M% Camarena was killed
because he was haying success i!\ g!mh-

Tfﬁfhe Drug

ering information gn corrupt g move brown heroin and black tar heroin
police authorities ahd government offi- ] into the Southwestem United States. The Mexican groups aiso
cials. / use these routes 1o mave na and cocaine in concert with
‘Mexican federal pilice officers under Colombian trafficking organizations. The enlarged area shows

marena case told

and pass on tips about drig roadbiocks.
0f2,200agents in the Féderal Security
Directorate, one of Mexicd's national po-
lice forces, 400 were dismi because
the government suspected they had illicit -
“associations” with drug trafficking, but
no charges have been filed ajgainst any of
them. ‘The head of the directorate, Jose

the major Mexican

SOURCE: FBI Netiona! Drug Strategy. 19008

where drugs are produced. i %%
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Antorso Zorrilla Perez, left the country Pacific
for as revelations Ocean
case has gained particular iety, as
his si was on a phony police cre-
dm&lh\mdmmepossusmdw

One bright spot in the in gation of [
the Camarena murder has ar-
rest of Mr. Caro Quinf y &

iters,

major Sinaloa drug smuggler. \He was
able to elude the authorities months by staging a
getaway from the Gua airport, which was

by officers of the F Judicial Police. The
officers were under orders to nrrﬁl Mr. Caro Quintero.
In order 10 ensure his escape, wrote a check for
m,owmdmmditmnnmmeuldeahmdixw
the top police commander and i
cashed the next moming and
officers if Mr. Caro Quintero could
deal was struck, and Mr. Caro Q

who work with Mexico on the drug ue. The 1986
report from the State ed Mexico's rec-
ord of prosecuting traffickers a “dismal picture.”
Says one DEA official: “The Mexican laws.are written to
the advantage of the drug & don't allow
wiretaps. They have no / provisions. Basi
yuhmmutchaomeonemmnclﬂl‘hu Ineans there
mMpmscalﬁom."
lnﬂlewnkenflhemmmlhmd , Mr. Zor-.
aliowed to resign quietly. Miguel ana, for-

*similar victories along the border, however, have been

mer head of Mexico's Interpol office, left office over-
night after reports surfaced that he took bribes from
cocaine dealers, The Mexican government has also
failed to prosecute the police officers believed to be
involved in the torture of U.S. drug enforcement agent
victor Cortez Jr. in August 1986.

Official cooperation with the drug merchants takes
many different forms, DEA officials say. The centerpiece
of the drug enforcement program is the crop eradicati

Flow from Mexico
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?{i'v.he Mexican antinarcotics program in 19|§7 is ll.’:
illion. ! e
“As long as drug smugglers are free cither o retwry!
theirphnesmMexicnmdhndlnufeh.wu.‘or’,M 4
matter, drug smugglers
msuwmocmdeﬂmmdﬁnd selves
haven, the US. effort is doomed to failure," M. vont Ras
testified. Proposals for more rigid control of tie bordet

effort. But in the past two years, says one drug agency
source, US. officials have Tecelved reports that the
“Mexican air fleet is not flying in the areas where culti-
vation is occurring. Or they say they are spraying when
they are not, or they are spraying water instead of her-
bicides." Often, Mexican pilots in U.S.-financed
eradication programs are visited by drug traffickers
after a successful run and bought off. They either make
no more runs or skip fields when they do.

There are 13 elite zone commanders in Mexico's drug

war. Consider the story of one, detailed in a recent Mexi-
can press account. Police officer Hugo Quintanilla was
promoted and put in charge of a fleet of helicopters and
20 pilots. His mandate: to destroy marijuana and poppy
cultivation in the south of Mexico. Within months, ac-
cording to the report, Mr. Quintanilla was flying his air
force at the behest of the drug underworld, pocketing
$20,000 an acre not to spray herbicides and bribing the
policemen under him to go along with him. For $70,000,
he turned his officers into baggage handlers for an air-
borne U.S.-bound shipment.
Mr. von Raab, in congressional testimony, summed up
last year: “The Mexicans are, in effect, the freight for-
warders and security services for Colombian drug
smuggling groups.’

No one can say with certainty why Mexico's drug

, especially lowerranking

like local cers, are practically. incapable of
turning their backs on the mammoth bribe offers of the
cocaine trade. Of the production level, a DEA official in
Mexico says: “Look, you've got farmers who are doing
nothing else. This is the only good cash crop they can
produce.” Others say that members of the ruling Partido
Revolucionario Institucional, concerned about peasant
unrest in ihe iRouniains, have ordered the police to turn
& blind eye to cultivation of drugs.

In addition, Mexico has become an alternative drug
trafficking route — leading to Texas, New Mexico, Ari-
zona and California — as the United States has success-
fully slowed the flow of drugs into Florida. Efforts to win

stymied by Mexico's refusal to allow U.S. agents to pur-
sue drug traffickers into Mexican territory. U.S. funding

JE——

by U.S. official in effect sealing off the

1,900-mile border against unauthorized crossings, Have'

not yet been sericusly considered, U.S. officials uy.'-lﬁ

such proposal would be profoundly disturbing

Mexico, which would have to contain the thousands of

disaffected Mexicans who stream across the ordi

the United States each year v eaawnam
DEA officials in both the United States and Mot

say that the Mexican government has a et
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By 1986, the State Departriefit. ™
concluded in a report that Mexico
posed “the most serious probléii
in international narcotics control’!
for the United States. :

.
interest in controlling the drug trade, as its expansion t9
weakening the authority of the central government 4
some regions. In ber 1985, in hern:Ve:
state, drug traffickers killed 17 Mexican police offiesrs,

can law enforcement official. .

Adding to high-level apprehension {s the smuggling of
large quantities of firearms into Mexico, many of whic®
end up ir. the hands of drug traffickers. No firearmsare
manufactured in the country; most are ‘bought i HE
United States and transported across the borden Some
eventually go farther south, headed for communist goer’
rillas in EI Salvador and Guatemala. US. Border Patrol
agents report a steady increase in the number uf gurd
seized in smuggling investigations at the U.S.-Mexicen
border. A thousand guns were seized in 1984, 4,000
1985 and more than 10,000 in 1986.
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